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Oct. 12, 1995
UM TAPS FLORIDA MAN FOR ATHLETIC DIRECTOR’S POST
MISSOULA ~
Wayne Hogan, associate athletic director for communications at Florida State University,
will take the helm of The University of Montana’s athletic department Nov. 1, President George
Dennison announced Thursday.
Hogan was selected from a national field of more than 100 applicants and was one of four
finalists invited to UM for interviews in the past month. He will succeed Bill Moos, who left UM
in June to become athletic director at the University of Oregon.
"I think we’re very fortunate to have a person of his stature accept the position of athletic
director," Dennison said. "He will be able to hit the ground running and take us where we need to
go."
Hogan said he is impressed by the success of UM ’s athletic department and believes the
experience he brings with him to the post will further improve the program, he said.
"I think it’s a great marriage," Hogan said. "It’s one that will do nothing but enhance the
program and move it a step further forward than it already enjoys."
Hogan, 39, will spend a week in Missoula before he makes the move from his hometown of
Tallahassee with his wife, Dawn, and their three children. Meanwhile, his first order of business
as UM ’s new athletic director will be to travel to Flagstaff, Ariz., for Saturday’s contest between
the No. 5 ranked Montana Grizzlies and the No. 16 ranked Northern Arizona Lumberjacks.
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Search committee chair James Todd, UM vice president for administration and finance, said
Hogan was the unanimous choice of committee members. The committee passed its
recommendation onto Dennison.
"There was widespread support for him from the community, the campus and the search
committee," Todd said.
Among the qualities the committee looked for in the candidates were commitment to student
athletes, leadership skills, knowledge of intercollegiate athletics, commitment to gender equity,
support for non-revenue sports, personality and knowledge of all forms of media.
"On all of those elements, Wayne Hogan scored very high," Todd said. He noted that
Hogan’s resume sports a list of references that includes two nationally known ABC Sports
commentators and Eugene Corrigan, commissioner of the Atlantic Coast Conference and president
of the National Collegiate Athletics Association.
"Wayne brings great enthusiasm to The University of Montana," said Brent Musburger,
ABC Sports broadcaster.

"His handling of the Florida State program helped elevate that school in

the minds of the national media. He will be a huge success with the folks in Missoula. The
University could not have settled on a better choice." Keith Jackson, the ABC Sports legend
known as "the voice of college football," said UM scored well in hiring Hogan. "He’s a very
energetic, affable and innovative fellow," Jackson said. "I suspect that all of you will be very
happy with his presence on your campus."
Hogan earned a bachelor’s degree in communications from Florida State University. He
has held his current post at Flordia State since July 1993, and served as interim director of

-more-

Hogan.rl -- 3
athletics from July 1994 through April 1995. Earlier, he worked as sports information director for
the University of New Mexico, and as director of broadcasting and public relations for the
Houston Astros and Los Angeles Dodgers.
In the 1970s he worked as radio coordinator/producer for the Seminole Radio Network, and
as a newspaper sports writer and sports editor.
Florida State has an enrollment of about 30,000. Its Seminole football team, which took
the national championship in 1993, is currently ranked at the top of the Atlantic Coast Conference.
Florida State University President Talbot D’Alemberte offered high praise for Hogan's
work in the Seminole’s athletic program. He described Hogan as an "extraordinary people person"
with integrity and moral fiber beyond reproach.
"I really believe he’ll be a great fit for Montana," D ’Alemberte said.
earth man who people in Montana will relate well to."
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